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del Pinar in 1090, and although the Cid was wounded in the
battle, his army was completely successful. Mondhir fled
from the field; and Ramon Berenguer was once more a
prisoner in the hands of Roderic. Nor was the Christian
Count released from a confinement more harsh than was
generous or necessary, until he had given good security for
the payment of the enormous ransom of 80,000 marcs of gold.1

It is not easy, nor would it be fruitful, to follow the various
movements of the Cid at this period of his career. His
quarrels and his intrigues with Alfonso of Castile, with Cadir
of Valencia, with the various parties at the court of Sara-
gossa, with Ramon Berenguer at Barcelona, and even with
the Genoese and Pisans, are neither easy nor interesting to
follow. But his principal objective was the rich city of Val-
encia. Alfonso of Leon, ever jealous of his great and most
independent subject, resolved to thwart him in his design ; and
having secured the co-operation of the Pisans and Genoese,
who had arrived with a fleet of 400 vessels to assist the Cid,
the king took advantage of the absence of his rival on some
foray to the north of Saragossa, to advance upon Valencia, and
to push forward his operations to the very walls of the city.
Ruy Diaz riposted after his fashion.

Leaving the Valencians to make good the defence of their
own city, he carried fire and sword into Alfonso's peaceful
dominions of Najera and Calahorra, destroying all the towns,
burning all the crops, slaughtering the Christian inhabitants;
and razing the important city of Logrono to the ground.
This savagery was completely successful, and met with no
reproach. The Cid is one of those fortunate heroes to whom
all things are permitted. His excesses are forgotten; his in-
dependence admired; his boldness and his success are alone
remembered. Alfonso, thus rudely summoned to the north
of the Peninsula, abruptly raised the siege of Valencia, and
left his Genoese and Pisan allies to make the best of their way
back to Italy,

Nor was the king's action at Valencia without a favour-
able influence upon the fortunes of the Cid. Far from wrest-
ing the city from the grasp of Roderic, Alfonso had rather
precipitated the crisis which was ultimately to lead to his

1 Yet when the money was not forthcoming, the Cid showed his generosity ty
remitting the amount of the ransom and allowing his noble prisoner to go free,
after a friendly meal in his company. Ge$tat afud Dozy, Reckcrches, etc., ii., p.
144.